HHS Heritage Walk
Make a donation of $120 to the Society to
show your support of the museum by creating
a brick in your family’s name—or to honor
someone close to you. The proceeds will be
used for capital repairs to the Museum and
your brick will be added to the Heritage Walk.
The inscription may be composed with as
many as four lines of eighteen characters. If
you are interested please contact Wally Cook
at
(845)
338-2193
or
em ail to
cooker.1@earthlink.net

Hurley Heritage Society
Membership Application
Name______________________________________
Address____________________________________
State_____ Zip + 4_________ Phone____________
Email______________________________________
( ) Single membership
( ) Family membership
( ) Life membership
( ) Corporate (Annual)
Additional donation

$20.00
$18.00
$27.00
$25.00
$250.00
$250.00
$150.00
$150.00
$ _______

Dues and donations are tax deductible
Contact Harvey Monder for
IBM matching fund forms

Send payment to:
HURLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1661
Hurley, NY 12443
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PROFESSOR LOUIE AND THE CROWMATIX
In Concert on September 29, 7:30 PM,
In the Hurley Reformed Church Hall
Full story on page 6

The last wooden bridge over the Esopus Creek in Mutton Hollow
circa 1895,near Frog Alley, Kingston. Photo: Mary Forsyth, 1893

LECTURE: “FORGOTTEN: COVERED BRIDGES OF THE MID-HUDSON REGION”
SPEAKER: RONALD G. KNAPP
WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016 at 7:00 PM
WHERE: HURLEY REFORMED CHURCH HALL
11 MAIN STREET, HURLEY

“Forgotten: Covered Bridges of the Mid-Hudson Region,” with a special focus on the Esopus
Watershed, will be presented in an illustrated talk by Ronald G. Knapp, Distinguished Professor
Emeritus at SUNY, New Paltz. He collaborated with Terry Miller and Chester Ong in researching covered bridges throughout North America, a project that took four years of fieldwork
throughout the United States and Canada. Their book America's Covered Bridges: Practical Crossings
and Nostalgic Icons was published in early 2014. Signed copies of this book as well as Chinese
Bridges: The Architectural Heritage of a Nation will be available for $25 each.
Please join us for the first lecture of the Hurley Heritage
2016
The
lecture
is free
(front Society
l-r) Professor
Louie,season.
Miss Marie,
Frank
Campbell.
(back
l-r) Gary Burke, John Platania--source: PL&C photos
and all are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be
served.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT
Tel. (845) 338-1661

Hurley Heritage Society
PO Box 1661
Hurley, NY 12443

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTGE PAID
PERMIT No. 44303
KINGSTON, NY
12401
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FROM THE D E S K O F T H E

PRESIDENT
Greetings from Main Street! Traffic on Main Street has been unusually heavy this summer due to the closure of
Rt. 209 for a bridge replacement. At the same time, our museum property has also undergone some replacements and
repairs. Both the front and back bluestone walks have been repaired, the well capped with a large piece of bluestone
and the stockade fence on the side of the museum replaced for the safety of our visitors.
Stone House Day saw our front lawn overflowing with guests shopping at our annual art and antique sale and
reenactors from Huguenot Street entertaining children with colonial games. Nancy Chando has been giving monthly
walking tours of Main Street at 2 pm on the fourth Sunday of every month. Join her and find out more about the
history of our village! Our Ice Cream Social was held on a weather perfect Sunday with musical entertainment by Mike
Rice’s “Creepy Uncles” band, games, arts and crafts and, ice cream donated by Rich Gillette.
September brings more activities. Ellen Richards will hold a wreath making demo at 2 pm September 9 on
our back porch. All material will be provided. Call 845-336-5267 to make a reservation. Gail Whistance will give the
last lecture of the year at 7 pm September 20 at the West Hurley firehouse. HHS will be included in the Hudson Valley
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obvious reasons. I heartily wish
you success.”
The attempt by General
Burgoyne and General Henry
Clinton to split the colonies
in two by taking control of
the Hudson River Valley
ended with Burgoyne’s defeat
at Saratoga, the momentous
“turning point of the
Revolution.” The story of
Hurley’s Spy House is now a
footnote in that history as is
Lieutenant Daniel Taylor, of
Captain Stewart’s Company,
9th Regiment, British Army.
As for the pleasant little
greeting, and chit-chat from
Clinton to Burgoyne. it was
hardly worth the final cost.

Ramble on September 23 at 2 pm with a Hurley Haunted History tour. After “rocking Main Street” during last year’s
concert, Professor Louie and The Crowmatix are once again returning to their Hurley home to present a concert at
the Hurley Reformed Church hall at 7:30 pm on September 29. Don’t miss it!

sell out every year so reserve yours early. Psst….there will be some newly discovered ghosts in attendance this year! For
more details about these events, please visit our website, www.hurleyheritagesociety.org. The museum will close for the
“The O&W Railway in Ulster County: Stations Along the Way”.
Hope to see you at some of our events and on Main Street in our historic village of Hurley! As visitors often
say, “Hurley is a hidden gem!”
My Best,

Joan Castka

President, Hurley Heritage Society

Spy House
Taken from the archives of the
Hurley Heritage Society. The
Spy House was the residence
of the Kent family for many
years.

MUSEUM NOTES

Charlotte Gill
October, 1926-June 29,
2018
“End of an era. The last
matriarch of the golden age
of sweet corn in Hurley has
passed. The round table in
heaven is now complete as
the Davenports, Gills and
Pauls have their quorum, and
I can imagine the arguments
on pricing of sweet corn,
tomatoes and garden crops
can now go on. Such great
memories, and I consider
myself lucky to have been a
part of it and to have known
her. R.I.P Charlotte. May
perfect weather and ripe corn
on the 4th of July follow you
and your generation forever.”
Michael Paul July 1, 2018
Note:

On October 26, our now famous Ghost Walk takes place on Main Street and into the old cemetery. Tickets

season on October 28, and it will be your last day to view the wonderful exhibit curated by Gail and Bruce Whistance

In Memoriam

Mrs. Gill, with her husband,
Jack, owned and operated Gill
Corn Farms and farm stands
in Hurley for many years.

Herbal Wreath-Making
Sunday, September 9, makeyour- own- wreath activity at
2PM with Ellen Richards, at
the Hurley Heritage Museum,
52 Main St., Hurley. Spend a
fun hour learning a new craft!
All materials provided and are
free of charge. Limited spaces,
Please reserve to guarantee
your spot, For information,
call 336-5267
Gift Shop News
The local artist whose work
will be displayed for sale in
the museum shop during
September and October will
be Becky Veith. Many of
you are familiar with Becky’s
artworks so please come and
see what she’s doing now!
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EVERY HURLEY STONE HOUSE HAS A STORY TO TELL,
THIS IS THE THE STORY OF THE SPY HOUSE
By: Don Kent

He was the victim of too

many coincidences. In the
end, 225 years ago, he dangled
on a rope flung over a bough
of a sweet apple tree here in
Hurley.
His name was Daniel Taylor,
a British lieutenant convicted
of spying by his American
captors though he insisted
he wasn’t a spy but was
only carrying a message,
innocuous in content, to
British General Burgoyne
at Saratoga. British General
Henry Clinton, making his
way up the river from British
occupied New York City, had
dashed off a short note -- on
thin tissue -- to Burgoyne and
stuffed it into a silver capsule
and screwed it together in
the middle. Because it was
“about the size of a fusee
bullet” according to American
General George Clinton,
someone later referred to it
as a “silver Bullet”; and that
description has persisted for
two centuries. The message
would have been worthless to
Burgoyne, and similarly of no
use to Americans.

“The Spy House”, known as
the Dumond House, is most
recently dated by by the office
of the Hurley Town historian,
as “before 1700”. During
the Revolutionary War, the
Continental Army used it
as a guardhouse; so it was
not unusual that Lieutenant
Daniel Taylor was being
held here when Kingston
was burned by British troops
October 16, 1777.
A week earlier Taylor had been
convicted at New Windsor
of spying near Continental
Army headquarters, down
river about 30 miles.
Sentenced to hang, Taylor
was marched north to the
guardhouse in Hurley where
he was probably held in the
cellar along with two dozen
other prisoners. The cellar
walls are about three feet thick
and the dungeon-like rooms,
still dank and dismal, made
ideal cells in those days.
As Kingston was burning,
General George Clinton
ordered Taylor to be hanged
“when the troops are paraded
and before they march
toorrow morning.” But the

hanging was delayed until
the next day, October 18,
possibly because the whole
town was busy taking care of
Kingston’s refugees. Burgoyne
surrendered that same day, so
the whole episode left Taylor
the victim of one of wartime’s
quitks of fate.
Taylor most likely wasn’t a
spy but a messenger carrying
a short innocuous note from
General Henry Clinton to
fellow General Burgoyne at
Saratoga. The message was
stuffed into a small silver
capsule, and when captured,
Taylor swallowed the ball
which was recovered after
he was given an emetic. The
capsule is now prominently
displayed at Fort Ticonderoga.
General Henry Clinton’s
message to Burgoyne, dated
October 8, 1777 came from
Fort Montgomery.
“Nous y voici and nothing now
between us but Gates. I sincerely
hope this little success of ours
may facilitate your operations
in answer to your letter of the
28th of September by C.C. I
shall only say, I cannot presume
to order or even advise, for
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SEPTEMBER LECTURE IN WEST HURLEY: STORIES OF BLUESTONE
Speaker: Gail Whistance Date: Thursday,
September 20, 2018 Time: 7:00 PM
Place: West Hurley Firehouse, 24 Wall
St., West Hurley, NY

Railroad cut and overpass at Hurley Main Street looking south.
Collection of Hurley Heritage Society.

each station along the route as it went through
our county. Ms. Whistance will present what
she has learned about the stations which for
The O&W Railway ran through the heart a time were the lifeblood of their respective
communities. The stories were obtained
of Ulster County from its border with Sullivan
from oral interviews, the O&W archives in
County up the Roundout and Esopus valleys to
Middletown, and contemporaneous newspaper
Kingston. Many of us now walk or cycle along
reports. Take a trip on the O&W between
the rail trail that was
Spring Glen and
the bed of this 1902
Kingston, and stop
branch of the New
at the 11 stations
York, Ontario and
along the way! If
Western Railway.
you haven’t already,
While she was
be sure to stop by
creating an exhibit
the exhibit which
on this O&W
is on display at the
Kingston Branch,
Hurley Museum,
Gail
Whistance
52 Main Street,
collected
stories
Hurley,
May
and “then & now”
Camelback locomotive at Summitville heading up the Kingston branch. Courtesy through
October
photographs
of

O&W station at Spring Glen. Postcard image courtesy of O&W
Railway Historical Society.

O&W Railway Historical Society.
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2018. Free admission,. Refreshments will be
served.
About the Speaker: Gail Whistance retired
after 30 years with IBM Corporation
working as a technical writer and computer
programmer. She is originally from northern
Illinois and received her bachelor’s degree in
English and mathematics education from
University of Illinois. After moving to Ulster
County in 1983, she adopted Hurley as her
new hometown. She has written several
historical articles on the history of Hurley
and is currently Vice President of the Hurley
Heritage Society. Besides researching history,
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her other hobbies include gardening, hiking
and visiting far-flung family members.
Train workers relaxing at
O&W Kingston station.
Photo gift of Glenn Davis.

Crowd in their Sunday best waiting at the O&W Wawarsing (Port Ben) station.
Postcard image courtesy of the Ellenville Public Library and Museum.

PLEASE HELP US PROMOTE AND
PRESERVE HISTORIC HURLEY!
Professor Louie and the Crowmatix will perform a fundraising concert for the
Hurley Heritage Society on September 29 at 7:30 at the Hurley Reformed
Church Hall. We are seeking your support by contributing either at the
donor level for $25 or the sponsor level for $50. Your name will be listed in
the concert’s Playbill. For information, call 845-679-0627 or email
cib17@hvc.rr.com. Please make checks payable to the Hurley Heritage Society
and mail to Christine Beesmer,17 Birch St., West Hurley,NY 12491 or you
can contribute using Pay Pal on our website, www.hurleyheritagesociety.org.
The deadline for Playbill donations is September 19th.

2018 Raffle Prize; Full Set of Ceramic
Historic Hurley Houses
This year’s Hurley Heritage Society raffle prize is
a full set of ceramic miniatures of seven Hurley
Main Street historic stone houses plus the Hurley
church by Wendy Bowen, dating from the 1980s
to year 2000, a total of eight pieces. This is your
once-in-a-lifetime chance to acquire this coveted,
limited edition set originally offered many years
ago to raise funds to purchase our museum
building on Main Street. Raffle tickets are on
sale for $5 each at the Museum on Saturdays and

Please clip and return with your payment.
Checks payable to the Hurley Heritage Society.

Dr. Ten Eyck House

Sundays 1-4 PM. You may also purchase raffle
tickets by mail. Mail a check along with your
name, address, and phone number to: Hurley
Heritage Society / P.O. Box 1661 /Hurley, NY
12443 We will fill in your ticket(s) and send back
the stubs. Drawing is on Saturday, September 29
at the intermission of the Professor Louie and
The Crowmatix concert in Hurley. All proceeds
support the museum’s programs and mission. Or
you can purchase raffle tickets online at 		
hurleyheritagesociety.org and pay securely using
your credit card or PayPal account. Good luck!

Saying goodbye is never easy!
If we have not received your
membership payment for this
year we will be saying goodbye.
We really hate to see you go.
Check your desk, did you forget
your membership payment. It isn’t too late.
Don’t miss out on receiving your Prologue.
Memberships may also be paid online at
hurleyheritagesociety.org. Quick and easy!
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Name______________________________________________________________________
Contact Information (email or phone)_____________________________________________
Check one: Donor $25 ________ Sponser $50 _______
Mail to:

Christine Beesmer, 17 Birch St., West Hurley, NY 12491

Van Deusen house, which also served as a
temporary capitol of New York State in November 18-December 17, 1777, after the British
burned the capitol, which was in Kingston at
that time.
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RAMBLE THROUGH HURLEY’S
HISTORIC BURIAL GROUNDS, SEPT. 23, 2018 2 P.M.

2018 GHOST WALK

THIS EVENT OCCURS RAIN OR SHINE

Photograph by Ilene Cutler

Join us on October 26th for an evening of tales of Historical Hauntings.
Walk down Main Street and into the Old Burial Ground to hear the tales. Under the direction

of Richard Cattabiani, professor from SUNY Ulster, this event always sells out very quickly.
Reservations are a must!!! $15.00 for adults, $10.00 for students. Not really recommended for
children under 12. Call 338-7686 for reservations beginning October 1st.

Bring a flashlight and comfortable shoes. The ground is uneven in the cemetery. Not handicap accessible.
GET’EM WHILE THEY’RE HOT! THE
FIRST HURLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY
ANNUAL CALENDAR!

The 2019 Hurley Heritage Society calendars
are now available for purchase at the Hurley
Museum, Hurley Library, Town Hall and
may be purchased online on our website,
hurleyheritagesociety.org. Filled with beautiful
pictures and fascinating trivia and lore about
Hurley, these calendars are wonderful gifts, or to
have for one’s own! The calendar is for sale for
$12/each, $10 to HHS members. The calendars
are a fundraiser for the HHS, dedicated to
preserving and raising awareness of the special
heritage of the Town of Hurley through exhibits,
community events, publications, management
of the Hurley Museum, and more. For more
information, contact Barbara Zell at
bzell1950@aol.com - Raleigh Green, author

By: Nancy Chando
Hurley Heritage Society is participating in the
18th annual Hudson River Valley Ramble.
Join us for a walking tour of Hurley’s Old
Burial Ground, located in the National
Historic Landmark village founded in 1662.
Hear tales of some of Hurley’s earliest residents
who lived and died many years ago. Listen to
stories of some haunted happenings, and view
ancient memorials, some written in Dutch.

website: www.hudsonrivervalleyramble.com.

Admission: $5 for adults, children under 12
are free.
Date & Time: Sept. 23, 2018, 2 p.m., at
Hurley Heritage Museum, 52 Main St.,
Hurley, N.Y. 12443, (845-416-1937). Please
note: there will be uneven terrain, please wear
appropriate footwear.
For further information on the Hudson River
Valley Ramble activities, please check their

At 2015 Ramble, guides Nancy Chando, left,
and Deana Decker,right, introduce visitors to
some long-time Hurley residents.

Ramble participants starting their tour, Guides
Deana Decker, left and Nancy Chando, right.
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PROFESSOR LOUIE & THE CROWMATIX RETURN TO HURLEY!
By: Gail Whistance

It

was a
warm autumn evening
in September of
2017.
Excitement
and rollicking music
poured out of the open
windows of the Hurley
church hall and spread
out across Main Street. Anyone who attended
last year’s concert by Professor Louie and The
Crowmatix felt privileged to be part of what has
to have been a unique moment in Hurley’s long
and celebrated history. The PL&C’s inimitable
blend of blues, Americana roots music, and rock
‘n’ roll kept that roomful of people moving! You
will be happy to hear that the Professor and his
crew are coming back to Hurley this fall to play
another concert for the benefit of the Museum.
They will once again be bringing down the house
in Schadewald Hall on Saturday, September 29,
2018 starting at 7:30 PM. This will be a night to
remember so get your tickets early to save money
and guarantee a seat.
Since the last time we saw them, the
band has not been just kicking back and sipping
coffee at their Hurley Mountain Road studio.
They maintain a full performance schedule of
over 150 live dates a year. Their 2017 recording
Crowin’ The Blues was voted in the top 50 CDs of
2017 on the RMR Contemporary Blues Charts
crossing over to the Americana Charts and Jam
Band Charts.
		
						
						

Tickets may be purchased through the museum
website www.hurleyheritagesociety.org or at the
Hurley Museum, 52 Main Street, Hurley, NY,
on weekends, 1-4 PM. Advance tickets: $22, at
the door $25.00. $20. HHS members. (limit
2) $20 either advance or at the door. Limited
seating, no assigned seats.
Great reviews and awards for Professor Louie
& The Crowmatix
Music From Hurley Mountain was voted
best concept record & group by Radio Crystal
Blue in 2016 and was in the first round of voting
in the grammys. You can count on hearing a few
tunes from this record which celebrates PL&C’s
home home here in Hurley, its landscape, its
people, and its history. Here is what they’re
saying about it:
“This brilliant set from the Professor
and friends is a simple, heartfelt tribute to a day
in the life at Hurley Mountain – recorded in a
studio built smack dab in the middle of the farm
that stretches along the mountain. Having lived
here and absorbed it all, I can assure you that
these guys are absolutely authentic. Yes, you will
hear the strong influence of Levon Helm and
the Band. But don’t forget that “Music from Big
Pink” was inspired by and recorded in the little
town of Saugerties”. Robert Myers, Elmore
Magazine
“Killer stuff throughout, after years of winning
albums, the band really hits it out of the park
with their definitive statement here. Well done.”
Midwest Record, Chris Spector, Editor-

Publisher
“Music From Hurley Mountain: an excellent set
of American music - blues, gospel, and roots that will please any music fan who gives it a spin.
The song Light In Your Eyes should be heard in
every household and
would be a bona fide
hit if there was any
fairness in the world
at all.”
Graham
Clarke, Blues Bytes
2018
saw
the release of The
Lost Band Tracks by
Professor Louie & The
Crowmatix. The EP
(extended play record)
consists of songs first
written in 1991 by
Jules Shear and Band
members
Levon
Helm, Rick Danko,
Garth Hudson, Stan
Szelest, Jim Weider
and Randy Ciarlante. Originally intended
for The Band’s comeback CD on Columbia
Records. The reviewers loved it: “The untold
stories of The Band by the man who was there.”
“Exciting and insightful personal accounts from
the road and recording studio.” “Roots Music
Royalty!” Extended Play Sessions - Bill Hurley

Members of Professor Louie & The
Crowmatix (all star band):

Professor Louie (Keys-Accordion,Vocals)

collaborated with the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame group The Band for over 16 years.

John Platania (Guitar-Vocals) known for

his great performances with Van Morrison for
over thirty years.
Collaborated
with
Van creating some top
hits such as Domino.

Gary Burke (Drums)

performed
with
Bob Dylan’s Rolling
Thunder
Revue.
Recorded and toured
extensively with Joe
Jackson.

Miss Marie (Vocals-

Percussionist-Keys)
performed
and
recorded with Levon
Helm, Rick Danko,
Garth
Hudson.
An integral part of
Mercury Rev’s gold album Deserter’s Songs.

Frank Campbell (Bass-Vocals) Levon Helm’s
music director with the Woodstock All-Stars
touring the USA. Performed and recorded with
Steve Forbert on tour.

