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JUNE LECTURE
AT THE HURLEY
LIBRARY
Title: In Defiance: Runaways from
Slavery in New York’s Hudson
River Valley, 1735-1831
Speaker: Susan Stessin-Cohn
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2018
Time: 7PM
Place: Town of Hurley Public Library,
		

48 Main St. , Hurley, NY

Stessin-Cohn will be speaking
on her newest research and
publication, In Defiance: Runaways
From Slavery in New York’s Hudson
River Valley, 1735-1831. To be in
bondage, to be owned by another
human being, to be subjected to
another person’s total will – that
was the essence of slavery. The
natural “fight or flight” instinct
in every human being dominated
the minds of all those who were
treated as property. Humanizing an otherwise
largely silent population, advertisements for
fugitive slaves provide an exceptionally valuable
window into black life in Early America—from
the nature of the slave system and the masterslave relationship to fascinating glimpses into
material culture and folk life. Join us for this
fascinating glimpse inside the life and minds of
“runaways.”
Admission is free.
Light refreshments will be served.

Lecturer Susan Stessin-Cohn
is currently the New Paltz Town Historian

Book-signing.
For more information, call, 845-338-6263
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FROM THE D E S K O F T H E

PRESIDENT

Greetings from Main Street!
And so begins a new museum season with our exhibit on the “The O&W Railway in
Ulster County: Stations Along the Way” continuing to bring many visitors to Hurley. Dr.
William Rhoads’ talk on the railroad stations of Ulster County was very well attended.
Dr. Rhoads donated his latest book on Charles Keith, local 20th century architect,
to the museum library. Mr. Keith worked on many homes in Hurley. You might be
surprised to find yours among them! I was. On opening day, Letty Hornsberger’s brick
was dedicated with many friends and family on hand to honor her. The colorful tulips
on the front walkway have faded but, thanks to volunteer efforts, annuals from our
successful plant sale (in the rain and cold!) were planted in their place.
Upcoming events include a lecture by Susan Stessin - Cohn on slavery in Ulster
County at the Hurley Library, 48 Main St., on June 28. An antique and art sale in our
front yard on Stone House Day, July 14, will feature quality antiques and art. On July
22, author Anne Richey will hold a talk and book-signing at the Museum. Details are
on page 11. A new event on August 5 will be “Sip and Paint”, led by Becky Veith. Our
Ice Cream Social with entertainment and children’s games will return on August 19.
On my trip to southern France this April, I visited many small old villages. Their
stone houses were similar to ours with the exception of their red tile roofs and yellow
stones. The local people were very proud to tell us about the history and culture of their
village. This is exactly what our mission is at HHS...to keep the history of Hurley, its
inhabitants and culture alive....to not let it be forgotten. Please visit us and find out
more about our wonderful old town!

Joan Castka, President
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SEPTEMBER 29 – SAVE THE DATE!
More Music from Hurley Mountain
By: Gail Whistance

Professor Louie and The Crowmatix are
returning to Hurley! Although they rehearse
and record right around the corner from
many of us, this internationally known group
is most often found on the road playing
their 150+ performances per year. We are
honored and excited to host this Grammynominated group once again in Hurley. We
expect to repeat the smashing success of their
first concert here last September. Those lucky
enough to have attended remember that balmy
evening and enthusiastic crowd. PL&C will
play selections from their 2016 album Music
from Hurley Mountain as well as from their
more recent albums and from their varied
repertoire which is steeped in rock ‘n’ roll,
blues, gospel and American roots music. The
Village Voice describes the band well: “...a tasty
mix of rhythm and blues and rock & roll.
Americana at its best.”

Professor Louie & The Crowmatix (l-r)
John Platania, Frank Campbell, Miss Marie,
Gary Burke, and Prof. “Louie”.
Mark your calendar
for Saturday, September 29, 7:30 PM at
the Hurley Reformed
Church. Tickets available later this summer
at $25 each, $22 in advance, $20 for Hurley Heritage Society members. Limited seating.
For further information, call 845-331-5331

CALLING ALL ICE CREAM FANS
By: Flo Brandt

Now that the plant sale is behind us, we are looking forward to our Ice
Cream Social on August 19th. Mark your calendars and look forward
to enjoying a leisurely, family fun afternoon at the Museum and our
beautiful grounds. Ice cream and fixings will be provided by Gillette
Creamery. There will also be games, crafts and music. This event is our
special day for everyone to come together and get acquainted. There will
be a minimal charge at the entrance which includes ice cream and all the
activities. We look forward to meeting you!
For more information, call - 845-331-8767
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Mark Your Calendar, to buy HHS Calendar
THE NEW 2019
HURLEY CALENDARS
COMING IN JULY
This summer the Hurley Heritage
Society will be introducing its first
annual calendar for sale to the
public as a fundraiser for the organization. This special wall-hanging calendar for 2019 celebrates the historic and natural beauty of Hurley with gorgeous photos
gracing each month. Included in the calendar
will be important local events throughout the
year, and includes some interesting historical
facts and lore. The calendars will be available
for sale at the museum starting July 14th on
Stone House Day, so mark your calendars!

Society members will be able to
purchase the calendar at a discounted rate of $10.00. Nonmembers purchasing calendars through
the Society will be charged $12.00.
Beginning July 1st, you can pre -order calendars through our website
at www.hurleyheritagesociety.org
or by contacting Barbara Zell at
845-338-7686 or bzell1950@aol.com. Calendars can be mailed directly for an additional
$2 shipping fee.
We have a limited number of calendars for
sale this year. They will be available for purchase on weekends at the museum, while supplies last. Calendars make a beautiful “gift” or
a friendly everyday reminder of our beautiful
town. Don’t wait until they are sold out!
				Raleigh Green

SIP AND PAINT
Grab some friends and join us for a fun afternoon of
painting. Mary Beth Veith a resident of Hurley, and artist
will be our instructor. Light refreshments will be served. The
date is August 5th @ 4:00 at the Heritage Society. Please call
338-7686 for more information and reservations. The cost is
$25.00 , and space is limited.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF HURLEY’S CELEBRATION OF THE NEW YORK
STATE YEAR OF HISTORY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 1959
August 1959

The Corn Festival included many activities. A
demonstration of modern methods of harvesting and packing of corn was held at Jack Gill’s
farm on the Hurley Mountain Road.

The very first Hurley Corn Festival
was held on August
8, 1959. It was an
At the festival site next to the Hurley Church
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tinue Hurley’s celelife and farming and demonstrations from a
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the
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symbols of the House of Orange. There were cornucopias overflowing
with flowers, fruits and vegetables from the gardens of Hurley placed
near the
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steps.

His prize was a corn cob pipe. The youth contest was won by James Tweedy.
The Hurley Grange and the 4-H also had exhibits of old farm equipment loaned by Jack
Whistance of Lock, Stock, and Barrel, and
George Kent.
CATHERINE VIANO
HURLEY ART EXHIBIT
In addition to farming, there was Hurley’s
first art exhibition, organized by Mrs. Catherine Viano. The works of over 20 Hurley
artists were on display, including pieces by
James Kamen, Myrtle Kemble, Dr. William
Askue, Charles TenEyke, Aloma Pfrommer,
and Catherine Viano. Some of Mr. Kamen’s
art hangs in the Hurley Post Office today.
Seldom seen historical books and documents
were on display during the festival as well,
loaned by the Hurley Library and residents of
the village.
The Hurley Corn Festival ended with a square
dance. Music furnished by George Van Kleeck.

SEPTEMBER 1959
Her Royal Highness Princess Beatrix of the
Netherlands visited Hurley School on September 18.
The front step of Hurley School was decorated
with the colors and symbols of the House of
Orange. There were cornucopias overflowing
with flowers, fruits and vegetables from the
gardens of Hurley placed near the steps.

The estimated attendance for the event was
1600 people.

The auburn-blond, blue-eyed Princess, just
21, was poised and pleasing to the eye, said
one gentleman who shall remain anonymous.
The auburn-blond, blue-eyed Princess, just 21, was poised and pleasing

dom seen historical books and documents were on display
theone gentleman who shall remain anonymous.
to during
the eye, said
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The princess received a memorial plate from
the consistory of the church, presented by
Reverend Harold Schadewald, and the Princess signed the Hurley Dutch Reformed
Church Bible.
A nine-inch colonial key from the people of
Hurley, presented by John Warren, intrigued
the princess. She was told “this key is to assure
Her Highness that the keys to every home in
Hurley are offered to you in joyous welcome.”

Princess Beatrix was escorted to the podium
Stephen Waligurski.
by Ellie Christensen and Stephen Waligurski.
Princess Beatrix was escorted to the podium by Ellie Christensen and

She was presented with eight gifts from the Hurley Festival, the Town
Board and the Hurley Church as tokens of friendship.

She was presented with eight gifts from the
Hurley Festival, the Town Board and the HurChurch by James Kamin, presented by Charles Relyea, Town Supervisor,
ley Church
asShe
tokens
ofhim
friendship.
delighted
the Princess.
spoke to
in French upon receiving the
One of the gifts, a water color painting of the Hurley Dutch Reformed

A song, “Thy Netherlands”, written by Carolyn M. Waligurski, was sung by 400 Hurley
by 400 Hurley school children who waved 400 Dutch flags as Princess
school
children
whoReformed
wavedChurch
400in Kingston..
Dutch flags
Beatrix
departed
to the Dutch
as Princess Beatrix departed to the Dutch Reformed Church in Kingston..

A song, “Thy Netherlands”, written by Carolyn M. Waligurski, was sung

gift.

One of the gifts, a watercolor painting of the
Hurley Dutch Reformed Church by James
Kamen, presented by Charles Relyea, Town
Supervisor, delighted the Princess. She spoke
to him in French upon receiving the gift.
Her visit to Hurley lasted far longer than the five minutes originally
planned. Her aides mentioned that the program was relaxing to the
Princess and that she enjoyed every moment. Another aide said that

Her visit to Hurley lasted far longer than the
five was
minutes
originally
planned.
Her aides
program
lively, colorful
with dignified
informality, another
Hurley
success,
and a grandthat
end tothe
Hurley’s
year of history
mentioned
program
wascelebration.
relaxing to
the Princess and that she enjoyed every moment. Another aide said that this was the kind
of reception that the princess enjoyed most.
The program was lively, colorful with dignified informality, another Hurley success, and
a grand end to Hurley’s year of history celebration.
this was the kind of reception that the princess enjoyed most. The

In the photo, left to right, a personal guard,
Mrs. Lincoln “Ellie” Christensen, Princess Beatrix,
a lady -in -waiting
to Her
Royal Highness.
Stephen
Waligurski,
Charles Relyea,
The and
princess
received
a
memorial
consistory
of the
a lady -in -waitingplate
to from
Herthe
Royal
Highness.
In the photo, left to right, a personal guard, Mrs. Lincoln “Ellie”

Christensen, Princess Beatrix, Stephen Waligurski, Charles Relyea, and

church, presented by Reverend Harold Schadewald, and the Princess
signed the Hurley Dutch Reformed Church Bible.
A nine-inch colonial key from the people of Hurley, presented by John
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Princess Beatrix became Quee

Princess Beatrix became Queen of The Netherlands
on April 30, 1980.
She abdicated to her son, Willem-Alexander,
on Queen’s Day April 30, 2013,
when she resumed the title of princess.
Princess Beatrix became Queen of The Netherlands on April 30, 1980.

She abdicated to her son Wille

where she resumed the t
Note from the editor: The last Hurley Corn Festival was held in August, 2015.2013
As with
the transition from dairy farming to corn production, the agricultural landscape in Hurley has been transformed once again to promote a number of more diversified crops. For information about the
current direction of farming in Hurley, please visit the Farm Hub website: hvfarmhub.org

By Doreen Lyke, former Hurley Town Historian
now residing in Phoenix, Arizona.
Photosoncourtesy
office
She abdicated to her son Willem-Alexander
Queen’s of
Daythe
April
30, of the Hurley Town Historian
2013 where she resumed the title of Princess.

So glad you are enjoying reading this Prologue. You might not be aware that a
portion of your membership dues goes toward the printing and mailing of the
Prologue. We would like to be able to keep you on our mailing list. Membership
mailings went out in January. If you did not get yours or forgot to mail yours, it is
not too late. A single membership is $25.00 a family is $30.00, and a LIFETIME is
$275.00. Please include your address and email address, as we are updating our files
Please mail to: Hurley Heritage Society
		
PO Box 1661
		
Hurley, New York 12443

April 2018

Page 9

PLANT SALE 2018!
By: Flo Brandt

The Plant Sale Committee sends out a BIG thank you to all who participated and made our sale a
success. Saunderskill Farms provided us, once again, with beautiful hardy flowers, vegetables and
herbs. Keep us in mind for next year and we welcome suggestions to improve this enjoyable event.
Proceeds go toward keeping the museum grounds attractive for all.

Photos by Cathy DuMond

Photo by Arlene Ryan
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AS PART OF STONE HOUSE DAY
JULY 14, 2018
The Hurley Heritage Society Museum will hold
an Art and Antiques Sale
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
on the Museum grounds

Spy House, Main Street , Hurley, photo by Dale Bohan

www.hurleyheritagesociety.org
Facebook.com/HurleyHeritageSociety
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DOUBLE EVENT AT THE MUSEUM!
Meet Hurley author Anne Richey at the
Museum, 52 Main St., on Sunday, July 22,
at 1pm, who will give a talk on her latest
book, and sign copies. The book-signing will
be followed by an optional guided walking
tour along Main Street at 2 pm where visitors
can view the exteriors of the stone homes
230-330 years old in this National Historic
Landmark district and learn their unique
stories. Admission to the book talk is free. The
walking tour is $5 for adults --children under
12 are free. Refreshments will be served at the
book-signing For more information, call 845331-4852
Anne Richey describes her book:
Church of the Robin’s Ha-Ha! John Burroughs’
“Natural Religion” and Other Poems is Hurley
resident Anne Richey’s first full-length
collection of poems. Burroughs (1837-1921),
was a Catskill native who earned immense
fame as a naturalist and essayist at a time
when Americans were increasingly nostalgic
for the rural life
they’d left behind
for the city. Birds
were his specialty,
though he wrote
about all types
of local wildlife
and other natural
phenomena.
Over the years of
his long writing
career,
however,
Burroughs became

much engaged by
the religious and
scientific debates of
the 19th century.
This shows up in his
many musings on
Anne Richey, author
Darwin, the decline
of institutional Christianity, and the value
of the natural world amid such change. The
title poem of Richey’s book centers specifically
on how Burroughs negotiated the tensions
between the Calvinist, heaven-centered
Old School Baptist faith of his childhood
and his own later scientifically informed,
earth-centered views while still embracing a
profoundly “religious” sense of the cosmos.
Richey’s focus on Burroughs’ “natural
religion” meshes well with current scholarly
interest in the religious roots of the American
environmental movement.
As for the “Other Poems,” they are all set in
the Catskills. One section is comprised of
four poems based on Diane Galusha’s book
Through a Woman’s Eye, a compilation of
delightful photographs by Catskill women at
the turn of the 20th century. The final two
sections contain poems based on Richey’s
own local experiences and interests – among
them, the look of the mountains from Lowes’
parking lot, the “lost Eden” of the many
hamlets submerged under reservoir water, a
spider web along the Hurley Rail Trail that
seems to have no rigging.
For further information,
visit Anne’s website: annericheyny.com

HHS Heritage Walk
Make a donation of $120 to the Society to
show your support of the museum by creating
a brick in your family’s name—or to honor
someone close to you. The proceeds will be
used for capital repairs to the Museum and
your brick will be added to the Heritage Walk.
The inscription may be composed with as
many as four lines of eighteen characters. If
you are interested please contact Wally Cook
at
(845)
338-2193
or
em ail to
cooker.1@earthlink.net

Hurley Heritage Society
Membership Application
Name______________________________________
Address____________________________________
State_____ Zip + 4_________ Phone____________
Email______________________________________
( ) Single membership
( ) Family membership
( ) Life membership
( ) Corporate (Annual)
Additional donation

$25.00
$18.00
$30.00
$25.00
$275.00
$250.00
$150.00
$150.00
$ _______

Dues and donations are tax deductible
Contact Harvey Monder for
IBM
matching
fundfund
information
IBM
matching
forms

Send payment to:
HURLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1661
Hurley, NY 12443

OR CURRENT RESIDENT
Tel. (845) 338-1661

Hurley Heritage Society
PO Box 1661
Hurley, NY 12443

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTGE PAID
PERMIT No. 44303
KINGSTON, NY
12401

