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FREE SCREENING - LOST RONDOUT:
A Story of Urban Removal

By: Nancy Chando, Hurley Heritage Society

A film by Stephen Blauweiss and Lynn Woods,
featuring photographs by Gene Dauner 

WHEN: Thursday, June 22, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

WHERE: Hurley Reformed Church Hall, 
Main St., Hurley, N.Y.

We hope you can join us in viewing 
the completed version of this moving 
documentary. This hour-long film is the story 
of the Rondout neighborhood of Kingston, 
N.Y., during the 1960s. The federally funded 
Urban Renewal Program demolished nearly 
500 buildings and displaced thousands of 
citizens. Interviews with former residents bring 
the destroyed neighborhood back to life. City 
planners, urban developers, and historians, 
make us wonder “What were they thinking 
back then?” and “Could it happen again?”. 
The original soundtrack by Peter Wetzler and 
photographs by Gene Dauner pull us back 
into a neighborhood now long gone.

This documentary may be a fine lesson for us 
all. Kingston still struggles with the legacy of 
Urban Renewal, even though Rondout is now 
making a comeback. Buildings may disappear 
but their history remains. People can be 
displaced, but their memories live on.

Please join us for this screening which will be 
followed up by the opportunity for questions 
and a discussion with filmmaker Stephen 
Blauweiss.

Copies of the 
Lost Rondout 
DVD will be 
on sale for 
$21.50, tax 
included.

Refreshments 
will be served.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE 

PRESIDENT

Celebrate the arrival of summer with 
a visit to Main Street Hurley. Our Museum 
looks beautiful, both outside and inside. 
Opening day, May 6th, was very well attend-
ed. Non-stop visitors received a guided tour 
of the new Train Exhibit by its curators: Gail 
Whistance, Bruce Whistance and Iris Oseas. 
Don’t miss this exhibit.

Once again, the Plant sale was a great 
community day and most of the floral tables 
were emptied by 1:00 o’clock. Thank you, Flo 
and Pat.

Our initial Walking Tour was held on 
May 28th. If you missed it, there will be 
opportunities forthcoming in June, July, 
August and October.

Our Event Calendar will keep you up-to-date 
on future happenings during the summer.

June 11th - Antique Phonograph & 
Gramophone Exhibition    
by Board Member Dan Zelewski.

June 22nd - Lecture and Film: Lost 
Rondout, by Lyn Woods and Stephen 
Blauweiss.

July 8th - Stone House Day, Antiques and 
Art Sale on the Museum Grounds.

July 16th - Demonstration: Growing and 
Cooking with Herbs by Ellen Richards and 
Russ Glass.

August 20th - Ice Cream Social

August 27th - Book signing, “The Tin Box 
Trilogy” with author Theresa Dodaro.

We love hearing from you and we sincerely 
hope to fulfill all of your wishes in helping 
create an educational, memorable and 
interesting site to visit.

Remember, volunteers make this possible.

Dale S. Bohan
President, Hurley Heritage Society
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A SAVORY SUNDAY AT THE MUSEUM 
By: Nancy Sweeney

Sunday, July 16 at 2PM

Presentation: Growing, Harvesting and 
Cooking with Herbs by Ellen Richards, 
Master Gardener. Cooking demonstration 
using fresh herbs by Chef Russell Glass. 
Find out how to easily make meals more 
savory using commonly available herbs that 
you can grow in your own garden. 

Visit our newly updated herb garden on 
the museum grounds and see the herbs in a 
natural environment. Ellen will be available 
to answer your questions.

Sample the tasty tidbits prepared by Chef Glass for your enjoyment as the museum fills with the 
rich aromas of cooking with herbs.

Admission is free!

For information, call 845-336-5267

CALLING ALL ICE CREAM FANS
By: Flo Brandt 

Now that the plant sale is behind us, we are looking forward to our Ice 
Cream Social on August 20th. Mark your calendars and look forward 
to enjoying a leisurely, family fun afternoon at the Museum and our 
beautiful grounds. Ice cream and fixings will be provided by Gillette 
Creamery. There will also be games, crafts and music. This event is our 
special day for everyone to come together and get acquainted. There will 
be a minimal charge at the entrance which includes ice cream and all the 
activities. We look forward to meeting you!

For more information, call - 845-331-8767

Russ and Ellen at the 2016 herbal cooking demo
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PLANT SALE THANK YOU!
By: Flo Brandt

The Plant Sale Committee sends out a BIG thank you to all who participated and made our sale a 
success. Saunderskill Farms provided us, once again, with beautiful hardy flowers, vegetables and 
herbs. Keep us in mind for next year and we welcome suggestions to improve this enjoyable event. 
Proceeds go toward keeping the museum grounds attractive for all.

Left to right, Dale Stafford-Bohan,  president,  Hurley Heritage 
Society; Pat Findholt, co-chairperson; Joan Castka, plant sale 
committee, Flo Brandt, co-chairperson. Photo by: Arlene Ryan

Pat Findholt demos container 
gardening. Photo by: Cathy 
DuMond

Photo by: Barbara Zell Photo by: Arlene Ryan
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Flo Brandt, left and Pat Findholt, right, co-chairs of 
plant sale. Photo by: Nancy Sweeney

Barbara Sartorius, left, & Letty Hornsberger, 
right, at the gardening accessories table. 
Photo by: Nancy Sweeney

Receiving the pre-orders. Photo by: Arlene Ryan

At the sale. Photo by: Barbara Zell
Photo by: Barbara Zell

Photo by: Arlene Ryan
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SAVE THE DATE!  HARVEST MARKET AND CONCERT 
 SEPTEMBER 23

In what promises to 
be a pair of fun and 
exciting community 
events, the Hurley 
Heritage Society is 
hosting an outdoor 
market on Saturday, 
September 23, on 
the grounds of 

the Hurley Reformed Church followed by a 
benefit concert in the church hall by Professor 
Louie and the Crowmatix. The events are on 
Saturday, September 23, with the market open 
from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM, and the concert 
starting at 7:00 PM. Our annual raffle drawing 
will be at the concert intermission. All proceeds 
from both events are to benefit the programs 
and mission of the Hurley Heritage Society.

The market features local produce, food, 
plants, flowers, antiques, crafts, and of course, 
corn chowder. Admission is free to the general 
public. For more information on the market, 
call (845) 331-4852.

The concert is by an award winning band with 
close connections to Hurley, Woodstock, and 
the rock ‘n’ roll group, The Band. Professor 
Louie and the Crowmatix have recorded at 
their studio on Hurley Mountain Road for 
many years and feel an affinity to our landscape 
and village. They will play music from their 
recent album Music from Hurley Mountain and 
other blues, American roots, R&B, and rock 
selections. Concert tickets are $20 in advance, 
$25 the day of the show. Tickets go on sale 

starting July 8 through our website www.
hurleyheritagesociety.org or at the museum 
on weekends. A limited number of tickets 
are available. For more information on the 
concert, call (845) 338-7686.

Free parking for either the market and the 
concert is at the church and Hurley Town Hall.

[The following is excerpted from Wikipedia and 
www.professorlouie.com.]

Professor Louie & the Crowmatix is an 
Americana/roots musical group led by Aaron Louis 
Hurwitz, who collaborated with The Band for 
over fifteen years. He is a musician and producer, 
nicknamed “Professor Louie” by Rick Danko 
of The Band. Professor Louie & the Crowmatix’ 
music is a blend of blues, rock, R&B, gospel, 
and folk with harmonic vocals. This Grammy-
nominated group plays 150 shows a year in the US 
and worldwide. They have 12 studio CD’s on the 
Woodstock Records label. Their CD, Music From 
Hurley Mountain, was voted best concept record & 
group by Radio Crystal Blue in 2016. The group 
has been inducted into the Blues Hall Of Fame, 
New York Chapter, and holds a permanent place 
in the Canada South Blues Museum.

Professor Louie and the Crowmatix
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN: AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
OF PHONOGRAPHS AND GRAMOPHONES

By: Dan Zalewski

In 1877 Thomas Alva Edison first 
demonstrated the phonograph which was 
capable of recording and replaying sound 
such as speech and music. The instrument 
utilized tin foil which was indented by a stylus 
attached to a thin glass diaphragm. The sound 
reproduced was very faint and uneven but it 
did work. Surviving instruments work as well 
today as they did in 1877. The only money 
made as a result of this invention was from the 
sale of a few of the tinfoil phonographs mostly 
to people who traveled across the country 
giving demonstrations, for a fee, to the curious 
public. After about a year, the public tired of 
the phonograph and no further development 
occurred since Edison and others were too busy 
with developing more practical technology, 
such as electric power and lighting.

In the 1880’s Alexander Graham Bell and 
Edison himself began to revisit and develop 
recording. Wax was found to be better than tin 
foil for recording and the cylinder shape was 
favored. Since the inventors were convinced 
that the most likely use of the phonograph 
would be for office dictation type work all 
instruments were made to record and play 
back.. Also, sometimes these machines had an 
attachment which was used to shave off the wax 
impression from the surface of the cylinder so 
that a new recording could be made on it. Even 
the last Edison cylinder phonographs designed 
for domestic entertainment were capable of 
recording at home. By about the early 1890s, 

Edison’s phonograph and the Graphophone (a 
similar device developed by Alexander Graham 
Bell and his associate, C.S. Tainter) were giving 
much better results but the machines were too 
expensive for most people and pre-recorded 
records were not yet offered. For a second time 
exhibitors traveled the country demonstrating 
the new technology for an admission fee. Also, 
at this time, coin-operated phonographs were 
introduced and have remained a presence to 
this day. 

Around 1895 a successful spring motor was 
finally designed which brought the price of 
the machines previously powered by electric 
motors within the reach of more people and, 
within a few years, newer and less expensive 
models were introduced that sold for as 
little as five or ten dollars which hundreds 
of thousands of people could now afford. In 

Eagle model Graphophone sold by Columbia 
Phonograph Co.  1897
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addition, pre-recorded records were slowly 
becoming available.

While the chosen cylinder shape made it easier 
to record and reproduce on the phonograph, 
it made mass production of pre-recorded 
records very difficult and it wasn’t until 
1902 that molded wax cylinder records were 
made. Previous to this, records were cut by 
a pantograph process from another master 
record. The quality of the recordings varied 
greatly and the price of the records was high. 
Home Phonographs were initially supplied 
with hearing tubes (similar to a stethoscope) 
to make listening to the fainter copies possible. 

When louder records became available 
amplifying horns could be used. 

By 1900 the cylinder phonograph was 
firmly established and continued to develop. 
The records got louder and clearer. The 
phonographs became highly decorative with 
beautifully painted horns and later enclosed 
horn models were sold. The market peaked 
in 1907, declining in sales until 1929 when 
production of Edison phonographs and 
records ended. 

Edison Triumph phonograph c. 1910  National 
Phonograph Co.

Edison Home Phonograph c. 1898

Framed print: Edison with c.1890 Phonograph
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Many people know of and remember 78RPM 
flat disk records since these lasted into the 
1950s. There is a common misconception that 
the flat disk type machines came somewhat 
after the cylinder type. In reality, the two types 
of record players (cylinder and disk) were 
developed around the same time.

In the late 1880s an inventor by the name of 
Emile Berliner had a different and innovative 
approach to sound recording and reproduction. 
His machine, called the Gramophone, was 
designed to only play factory-produced 
entertainment records for home use. These 
disks could easily be mass produced and, while 
initially of poorer quality than cylinders, they 
were louder and always used an amplifying 
horn. The machines themselves were much 
simpler than the cylinder machines, making 
them both cheaper and easier for the public 
to use. This style of record player, of course, 
eventually made the cylinder types obsolete. 
Berliner, however, had his own set of problems: 
lack of capital as well as lack of business 
experience and mechanical ability. 

Eventually, around 1896, he was able to attract 
investors and together they found someone 
who could make a suitable spring-powered 
Gramophone and, equally important, a man 
who could promote and sell the Gramophone. 
The manufacturer became Eldridge R. Johnson, 
a machinist who would go on to found the 
great Victor Talking Machine Company. 

For a marketer, Berliner found Frank Seaman 
who already ran a successful advertising 
firm in New York City. Seaman took on the 
entire marketing and distribution aspect of 
the business and his energy and professional 
ability made the whole business greatly 
successful. The rapid growth of the business 
and unanticipated complications led to his 
splitting from the Berliner group and the 
formation of his own separate company with 
his own model of the Gramophone, which he 
named the Zonophone. All of this left him 
exhausted and he sold his company to The 
Victor Company. He began buying property in 
nearby Napanoch, New York, first for his own 
refuge and later as an inn for other business 

Berliner Gramophone- National Gramophone 
Company c.1898 Zonophone  disk player c. 1906
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people and friends. He named it Yama Farms Inn.

The flat disk record ultimately dominated the 
recording field in the electric era and later evolved 
to vinyl records which are still with us today.

Type BVT Graphophone (Columbia) c. 1908

Type AZ Graphophone (Columbia) 1905

Typical floor model disk player c. 1920  By 
Sonora Phonograph Corp.

Table top disk player c. 1915  Standard Talking 
Machine Model E
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www.hurleyheritagesociety.org 
 

Facebook.com/HurleyHeritageSociety 

As part of the Stone House Day festivities, 
A play, Voices from the New Village, by Theatre on the 

Road, will be presented on the museum grounds at 
2PM 

See life in Hurley in 1663 unfold in this exciting tale of 
colonial times! 

 
Museum and Shop open 

ART AND ANTIQUES SALE
 July 8, 2017

10 am - 4 pm on the Museum grounds.

As part of the Stone House Day festivities, visit our new 2017 exhibit, 
The O&W Railway in Ulster County: Stations Along the Way.

Museum and shop open.

www.hurleyheritagesociety.org •  Facebook.com/HurleyHeritageSociety

ANNOUNCEMENT

June 11, Antique Phonograph & 
Gramophone Exhibition, by Dan 
Zalewski. Between 1 PM - 4 PM at 
the Museum. You may drop by at any 
point during the Exhibition, continuous 
showing. Dan will demonstrate and tell 
the story behind the individual audio 
wonders on display, and answer your 
questions. For more information, call 
845-853-8399

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
By: Barbara Zell, membership chairperson

So glad you are enjoying reading this Prologue. 
You might not be aware that a portion of your 
membership dues goes toward the printing 
and mailing of the Prologue. We would like 
to be able to keep you on our mailing list. 
Membership mailings went out in January. If 
you did not get yours or forgot to mail yours, 
it is not too late. A single membership is 
$20.00, a family is $27.00, and a LIFETIME 
is $250.00. Please include your address and 
email address; we are updating our files.

Please mail to: Hurley Heritage Society
                       PO Box 1661
                       Hurley, New York 12443

Memberships may also be renewed online at 
www.hurleyheritagesociety.org/membership 
using PayPal.
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AN OPENING DAY LIKE NO OTHER – MAY 6, 2017
By: Gail Whistance

For three hours on Saturday, May 6, the Hurley 
Museum was abuzz with people, voices, and 
train sounds. Fifty-five individuals and couples 
signed the guest register as they arrived to see 
our brand new exhibit: “The O&W Railway 
in Ulster County: Stations Along the Way.” 
We were pleased that several representatives 
from other local museums and organizations 
came to help us celebrate. Visitors enjoyed 
a feast of vintage pictures of Ulster’s eleven 
O&W stations and took particular interest 
in the “Then and Now” pictures. The vintage 
images were gathered from from over twenty 
sources, including the postcard collection 
of our museum director Iris Oseas. Bringing 
back memories of the bygone railroad days 
were many original O&W artifacts and the 
distinctive sounds of an incoming telegraph 
message, a vintage steam locomotive bell, and 
a conductor’s “all aboard” announcement. 
A surprise treat for the curators was the gift 

of three brass O&W coat buttons and four 
photographs from one of our visitors, Glenn 
Davis. Glenn’s grandfather, Hiram Dwight 
Sicker, was an O&W baggage handler at the 
Kingston station and retired in 1955.

Outside, Earl Pardini, who is a certified steam 
locomotive engineer as well as a facile fiddler, 
brought together a group of local musicians 
who entertained the crowd with traditional 
fiddle and folk music for the occasion. 
Jamming with Earl were Myra Fink (fiddle, 
mandolin), Norm Wennett (guitar), Jon 
Ahmadjian (guitar), and Bill Drucker (banjo). 
Our loyal museum volunteers greeted visitors, 
served refreshments, managed parking, and 
ran the gift shop: Letty Hornsberger, Barbara 
Sartorious, Chris Beesmer, Barbara Zell, Nancy 
Sweeney, Flo Brandt, Pat Findholt, and Angie 
Mahdavian. Exhibit curators Gail and Bruce 
Whistance were on hand to answer questions. 
A special thank you is due to Angie Mahdavian 
and Dan Zalewski for their assistance during 
the final production phase of the exhibit. All 
in all, it was a great team effort!

Even if you missed Opening Day festivities, 
it is not too late. Stop by the museum any 
weekend afternoon between 1 and 4 PM, 
from now through October. We are sure you 
will enjoy your visit and learn something new 
about this long-gone branch line that once 
brought people and commerce to southern 
Ulster County.

Exhibit entrance on opening day
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Exhibit curator Bruce Whistance and Earl 
Pardini on opening day, with typical O&W 
crossing sign in background

Museum curator Gail Whistance with exhibit 
contributor David Lewis

scale model of the Napanoch station, on loan 
from the Eastern Correctional Facility

200 lb. plus locomotive bell, on loan from the O&W 
Railway Historical Society, Middletown, NY.

Flo Brandt in the station master’s office Barbara Sartorius, left, and Letty Hornsberger, 
right, greet visitors on opening day
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THE TIN BOX TRILOGY WITH AUTHOR THERESA DODARO 
AT THE HURLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY MUSEUM 

Article  By:  Theresa Dodaro

August 27, at 1PM, Talk and Book-signing, 
at 52 Main St., Hurley, NY. Admission free. 
Refreshments served.

About The Tin Box Trilogy
In the first book of the trilogy, Tin Box Secret, 
by Theresa Dodaro, there is a secret that has 
been held for generations in Lydia Menlo’s 
family.  As a child, Lydia moved away from her 
Long Island home after the untimely death of 
her mother, Raven.  Now, it is 1968 and Lydia 
has returned with her own family including her 
fourteen-year-old daughter, Petra.  Petra meets 
Julie and Heather who are best friends growing 
up amid the chaos of the Vietnam War, the Cold 
War, and a time of great social change.  Sadly, 
they are also dealing with varying degrees of 
generational dysfunction in their own homes. 
When Julie, Heather, and Petra reclaim Lydia’s 
backyard tree house, they find a tin box with 
old letters in it that were written by Raven’s 
mother, Charlotte in 1943.  The letters tell a 
story of forbidden love set against the building 
of the Ashokan Reservoir in 1912.  As the girls 
read the letters, the family secrets begin to be 
revealed, but the girls must do some searching 
of their own to discover the whole story.  With 
the help of Raven’s ghostly presence and the 
paintings she left behind in the attic, the girls 
piece the entire story together. 

In the second book, The Hope Chest, Julie falls 
into a coma and lives through her previous life 
as Lottie in 1860s Vicksburg.  She falls in love 

with two cousins, one from Vicksburg, MS and 
one from Stone Ridge, NY.  As the cousins face 
each other on opposite sides of the Civil War, 
Lottie tries to survive the Siege of Vicksburg. 

Finally, in Reawakening, sixteen-year-old Julie 
has reawakened into her current life.  What she 
finds is that life has not stood still for her friends 
and family while she was gone.  Together with 
her friends, Petra and Heather, and armed with 
memories from both lives, Julie realizes that 
everything is connected.  Although she hopes 
not to repeat the mistakes of the past, what she 
learns is that no one has complete control over 
their future.

About the Author:
Writer and mother, Theresa Dodaro, holds a 
BA in liberal arts from Stony Brook University, 
where she studied English, history, and 
secondary education.  She worked in publishing 
and marketing until she put her career on hold 
to raise her children.  She grew up in Baldwin, 
New York, and currently lives on Long Island 
with her husband and enjoys spending time 
upstate at their vacation home near the 
Ashokan Reservoir.  With the publication of 
Reawakening and the completion of The Tin 
Box Trilogy, she hopes that her fans will find 
their questions answered and their hopes for 
her characters realized. 

Copies of all three books in the Trilogy will 
be available for sale at the book-signing for a 
special discounted rate of $10 each. 
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MUSEUM NOTES 
By: Nancy Sweeney, editor

•	 Explore our new website at www.hurleyheritagesociety.org designed by Hurley resident Mike 
Rice, of Net Prophet. We are pleased to offer you the benefits of this upgraded site. For example, 
memberships can now be paid online via PayPal, and tickets to our September Professor Louie 
and the Crowmatix concert will also be sold online. Please let us know any comments, questions 
or suggestions that you have using the Contact Us feature.We look forward to hearing from you.

•	 News concerning the 2017 Hurley Directory will appear on our website, www.
hurleyheritagesociety.org by July 1. We thank everyone who has participated by placing an ad 
in previous directories.

•	 Coming in the next issue of the Prologue, an in-depth look at the New York State Year of 
History, Hurley style, by Doreen Lyke.

Guess who? Two well-known participants in Hurley’s New York State Year of History. Answer to 
appear in Doreen’s  article, so stay tuned! Photo courtesy of the Hurley Town Historian’s office.
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Membership Application 

Name______________________________________ 

Address____________________________________ 

State_____ Zip + 4_________ Phone____________ 
Email______________________________________ 

 (   ) Single membership    $18.00 
 (   ) Family membership    $25.00 
 (   ) Life membership    $250.00 
 (   ) Corporate (Annual)    $150.00 
 Additional  donation    $ _______ 

Dues and donations are tax deductible 
Contact Harvey Monder for 
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P.O. Box 1661 
Hurley, NY 12443 

Hurley Heritage Society 
PO Box 1661 

Hurley, NY 12443 
Tel. (845) 338-1661

LECTURE: “FORGOTTEN: COVERED BRIDGES OF THE MID-HUDSON REGION” 
SPEAKER:  RONALD G. KNAPP 
WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016 at 7:00 PM 
WHERE: HURLEY REFORMED CHURCH HALL 

   11 MAIN STREET, HURLEY 
  “Forgotten: Covered Bridges of the Mid-Hudson Region,” with a special focus on the Esopus 
Watershed, will be presented in an illustrated talk by Ronald G. Knapp, Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus at SUNY, New Paltz.  He collaborated with Terry Miller and Chester Ong in research-
ing covered bridges throughout North America, a project that took four years of fieldwork 
throughout the United States and Canada. Their book America's Covered Bridges: Practical Crossings 
and Nostalgic Icons was published in early 2014. Signed copies of this book as well as Chinese 
Bridges: The Architectural Heritage of a Nation will be available for $25 each.  

Please join us for the first lecture of the Hurley Heritage Society 2016 season. The lecture is free 
and all are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be served. 

HHS Heritage Walk 

Make a donation of $120 to the Society to 
show your support of the museum by creating 
a brick in your family’s name—or to honor 
someone close to you. The proceeds will be 
used for capital repairs to the Museum and 
your brick will be added to the Heritage Walk. 

The inscription may be composed with as 
many as four lines of eighteen characters. If 
you are interested please contact Wally Cook 
at (845) 338-2193 or email  to 
cooker.1@earthlink.net  

The last wooden bridge over the Esopus Creek in Mutton Hollow 
circa 1895,near Frog Alley, Kingston. Photo: Mary Forsyth, 1893 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 
$20.00
$27.00
$250.00
$150.00


